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Overview of Webinar
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1. Locale definitions from NCES/IES

2. Student enrollment 

3. Demographic characteristics of students

4. Performance of students

5. College preparation and college enrollment* 

6. Teacher mobility and recruitment* 

7. Federal resources

*Discussion of these topics will include both national data and studies of particular states.  All other 
topics will be covered only with national data.



School Locale Definitions for the National Data
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ÅCity: Territory inside an urbanized area and inside a principal city with a population 
ranging from less than 100,000 to more than 250,000

ÅSuburb: Territory outside a principal city and inside an urbanized area

ÅTown: Territory that is inside an urban cluster that can be anywhere from less than 10 
miles from an urbanized area to more than 35 miles from an urbanized area

ÅRural: Census-defined rural territory that is less than 5 miles from an urbanized area 
(or less than 2.5 miles from an urban cluster) to mor than 25 miles from an urbanized 
area (or more than 10 miles from and urban cluster)



Student Enrollment in Public Schools by Locale (in thousands), Fall 2016
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Demographic 

Characteristics of 

Students 
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As of the fall of 2016, rural schools had a higher percentage of White students and a 

smaller percentage of Black and Hispanic students than did schools in other locales 

6

48.9

29.1

49.7

63.6
70.8

15.4

23.1

13.7

10
9.425.9

36
25.9

19.4
13.2

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Total US City Suburban Town Rural

White Black Hispanic Asian Other



As of the fall of 2016, more than two-thirds of rural students attended schools in which 

25.1% to 75% of the students were eligible for free- or reduced-price lunch
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Student Performance
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In 2019, on average, 4th grade students in rural schools performed better on NAEP than 

did 4th grade students in cities and towns
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In 2019, on average, 8th grade students in rural schools performed better on NAEP than 

did 8th grade students in cities and towns
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In 2015, on average, 12th grade students in rural schools did not perform any better or any 

worse on NAEP than did 12th grade students in other locales



In 2016-17, the high school graduation rate for rural students was higher than 

for students in other locales
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College Preparation 

and Enrollment
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